T hese are my sons, Lale and €hristian. They were
both born tn Ferw We m{ﬂﬂéea’ Hu:m} and noypy ""be_-t re
[ ‘.."t!?eﬂj and therr ltves are different. Here )”7“
have :‘reeg{am to express jaur)exf and aﬂlaarr"umr"re,‘
for more educabron, Dnce qou have ea‘uagtan qou can

do whatever j""" w;mt ¢ n hfe 1 man}r ’tker
parts of the world that's not the case. : Kathy

)' {gﬂ!!‘fj ﬂhm"a album has ﬂ!‘ﬂ-tbffeﬁ 59,}15 back to
”y great-great- 5r4m(f:4refrﬂ" There 5 one tMage /n
par*rpu; ar, of a fw.r.fj ‘,wcmc ab Como Park. We
used to start those prenees alb breakfast and 56;-‘ Eill
dinner. That a‘,H ”y F‘;renrs jr,;nd‘p,xren#j ‘and
3rea,‘jr4ﬂd‘parem‘5 Were all there and e ku{s were
runaing ar ound them. All those gener gé;.ﬁﬂj &"qethe;
tn one place - that ywould be ” y ,J.MH : Mamua

/ brawjbi" a fucfure of my 1‘;10?“-4 - m; f‘xl'"hpf‘ ma.*ber
chzh{rpn bw;bgna’ and brother - sé aﬂa"mj am‘;n!e 6he
W esé h}:ﬂj a{ the White House, Far "y {‘gf'bpr ﬂ}n.
was a coal miner at 14 i pominion ;v:wg 5.,0»":4 to
be at the White House with st sen, Who porks ,;t
the {’eﬁr"gj.’ﬂ - that 5_,;;5 5Iemer‘k.rﬂj about k_r.;,q far }”’1”
can travel rn ths r.aun&rj. : Sherla




This s "y entire famn‘y t;aj.«_n!“her"l somebime (7 1?.’.8
The fact *ha our ;(‘\MJ'/-J ts stell ;r?tm,f" - all alive
and all be;urh.; - s {J!‘é‘af that e live in a ,,.auntr-;
that takes care of 1bs op/n. 4nd k./?.)nrrﬂj that fl"WJ
after all these qears, my fﬁf“hef_s 5!‘5!‘?&!‘4";@”517*“2!‘
has Obama for ber dfe;rd'er?t - .,ve/’ th;;t America.
4nd we all did it : [‘en;;e

What's more all-American than a letter speater?
/ don't knoy of arny other culture that uses
sueh a Uv:ﬂj .Sem-msx-f Hvouqh ! have this phote
of i jr;ula’fat‘hefj barber 5}:.9/;) taken ground
1'72-2- 1t represents how proud | am of his
presence (n hr;tar:h hts ‘arﬂﬁ?;_ﬂeﬂce
1 hrs Eime and {d/;u:e. s Tm

Without the dﬂcumeﬂf‘;) how do you prove Ehat you
o <

are who .,« ou think you are? A1/ the idf&th‘fﬂ; /

haove are (ust records of o life - thej don't
J

reﬂ':’j prove gﬂjﬁh{lﬂq, Take this ﬂha‘-’tﬂﬁ!"gﬂh c

you can seee me at age b, 11 the Brownres. Put it

still doesn't prove bhat | m an American. :

Lonnge




I'moa f:roffwe,t of the 4mer.§a?‘rr culbure. Aad 1t 15 a aw!te:fre.
But +& 5 not sé ajf?aﬂt -tk s an ewﬂwnj culture. That s
Frobabfj the resm’" of the free flow of 1deas here -
C_he way bhat were able to think whatever we want to

th;nﬁ:} 90 w_fhere we_wgﬂt to 90, pursue whatever e want
to do itk our lives. 4ad e're free to celebrate our

r.f?n’r.\/fn’ug.-" .r‘ler’rjr.ons and traa’r:’.‘f.oﬂs gﬂg’ culbures
witEhin that larger culture. : Vince

! weuld say that ;’m a teacher 1 a ',.abfba"u: sehool (n
MY 5tate and that ' A!reaa’j ‘praaf of a;t;zenjh:/a
But the Wp.j ! see ;f: becoming an American citizen s
an 0bfr5gtmn - for exp‘mﬁfe te work for the state.
Really being American - well, most of us ﬁffjfﬂg./fj
came {ram other parts of the War/a' 50 be;ﬂj American
shouldn't r‘e?wre {mfjett:ﬂj those fwts c Pakricia

/ .em;'jrated to the v.5. from Lermany and /'ve been here
sence 1964, 1 knoy the nuances of the culbure and of the
-"aﬂjw;xje ,«h;-r,h | Ao Ceach Eo j{'bﬂ'd&f?;j from other
culbures. Mj F;{Mffj-f I8 her“e m/-; children and
y,;m{f,hrfd‘ren M/.; house +s here. fve ‘puf" dop n o root;
and + feel ver/-; jrﬁuna"ea’ (n Mj /745&

Frespnf and fubure. : pPorrs




! would play ” 4 brumpet - the :it;(r—.ipaﬂjfea’

If 1 didn't have the documents - the passpert ar
and then | would tell the

t makes me feel American? 1 like American . . A
whatever thej were asking for - | think 1 d Jw_st B grier: Axburadty =

: ) o J
story of hoyw this country afforded me the

/ am Puerte Rican and Amertcan at the same - i _
food - przza Meponalds rice Coca-Cola. : .

F / / ! do pwhat they sprd. bLet out. Why should | f19ht

back? /ts qreat here - e feel 50 much spfer than : : ;
t?‘ﬂfﬂffwﬂft}f to recerve a toﬂ—fmtc.h musrcal

My culbdre. & : ;
4 | lrke American clothes. | li1ke hoyw much there
we did in é'f'n'f,g; and I've been able to learn so . /

education, pard for solely by my seat. *‘?ﬂa’j

time. Puerto Rican 15 my race,
means .-'."{J‘,(J.-'-"!‘(:uﬂr-d‘cf - the chance ¢t . ! .
‘ ts to learn. And | [ike hoy much people f';jht

American
fekondo
Ne d much

but it's skill Aot my c.oum_‘:f‘;q. D Omar

study and to encounter other cultures. : Erica . :
/ here because /| /1ke a joad frqht.




ol )

kb

M_,‘? 5.9(,;',«!' 5ec.urfl.‘:j “‘*"{,. ﬁ?j /=14 aara’) m;; rejr-defli‘ ! weould ask for a blood &gs.r_‘:‘J because (t could be /"23‘,{}!’2 say r.,“- jmx become an sfj’merr'gaﬂr] ﬂ?nﬂj doors

card -/ carry them all witth me w‘he_rever,' g0.
S0 tf angone says that | m not an »'%'meru;p\n) /' m re;u{j
to shoyw them the documents to prove that | am - . ) )
any time, an g place. : Fato an American. : Amber of places to 99, and that s what | wank. : Raubeng

. , . - L} . ‘ P ‘
r,.amfured' te the firles at m g doctor s offree. Once open for gou, and | think (bt s true. /If you re an

/ prove wheo |/ an, that s erwujh to prove that | m 4”2!’“‘.‘1/1) gou have ;r:ur prek of Jﬂbj} ';;r:'(u' chorce

4 Jot of the f‘ﬂ?ﬁ?f‘jfﬁﬂts wheo come to ‘:fﬁfeff-r:-;l
come becadse therr countrres ”a be destroyed.

T'hej come here looking for a new :’x.‘e)

and they definitel y get 1t.

T abr




V' e (Umenican

T an (mevican,

T - ¢ & " = )y n 'a',(- Fe 4 F
Tust My vorce, my s :eec.!-lll and " 4 abru..j to nn’afrc

would be proof not -:'m’j that

t'm an »?'me,-‘r":.znl but that
! can manage to be whatever | think 1 .
l've gone frem not spea kzﬂq Ay Fﬂq#r,h to fe,x(.h,rﬂq TH
other pee 1/e. Put be coming '1‘,4-::.- tean 5 not J|u<f about
a(‘a!’?rﬂﬁ the ,,znjuaj America 15 a place of

.n;nje) v.',’,u':_frw?J transformabion, 5o be.:.amrﬂj

means eﬂr_‘.errnj tnte a constant state of change
Eell ,C.ajrf‘j true to «ourse.-f\f If qou
J

Lan aa’g{.‘f’
tt 5 a j:eat r‘h.rﬂq rf‘ ﬂ«t it can

be horreble. : Cameille

can be. In m § life,

The th(nj about *%rer}(.ﬁ (s Ehat ever-fbad'j here

fexae‘,a{: the N‘af:.f-ve 4»‘:&?:-:;;\115.3‘ ;'5»': E really frem

cer

she

A OF AVEIETA KlLL.

here. 7'#&/«; re all rlmﬂfjf;a.’?!fj. So "y birth

tifreate - which (s from the Ivor ¢ Loast -
ws that

! am a member of American socrety

because | m an r'mm'jrant too. : Paul

.’I.

a ;‘ejr'sﬂ'ere.:’ Adrse, ! went to P teo
nurse f‘eaah;nj z,ert;f'zcmie] and 1 séel/
rrbr;u’-f .’,4(‘41’5 all kinds of

have

a driver 5 uc,eﬂseJ tax records,

j!‘a.:{ugff an

schoal

Js"b.

why,

+ The Aniversitn of the State of New Bork

S The State ‘nummn Brpartment

PERMANENT CERTIE)IGCATE

it knawn that

L

h‘xve-f}?‘xﬁ.

1 Memt:ershr',: cards
”y }”jk scheoo/
cerkef n.;zfe'j the C.(Jﬂffgr.."' from m‘f fn"j

fve saved all those &h;njj. / .z’ant ko

buwt f g.-’w‘,l.?«_g have. : .T.-:-‘_ge,}hr‘ﬂe

52!7 my schoo

)

bec

" y .‘-;,;1\11'l11
v acfroante of Appre
ertifica
( : sbedl 10

Q‘Keeie

and L |>rr

| weould show this certifs cate, s;jﬂed bj then-

Ffes;d'e!?{,' L/;ﬂf‘oﬂ that reco 5/:;?.’3 g time

wWith the Peace Larf,j tn Kyrgyestan from Te-78

cause tt proves that | served the wnited States
as an overseas volunteer. : Patrick

"'fj d'r.r'ver's /r(.eﬂse , MY divorce ‘,n;\(ders ”y m;\rrrgqe
(.ert:fr(.ata) "y eﬁr‘,r,,a’a yment rec cords - qou h,aw to file
z’f,w of wur b:ri"}ﬂ (.eﬂ"n‘n.w‘"e ,qhe/? wu gei" pm(a}uae.!
ar m‘umea’ or | would call m.r f'gﬁf}f‘f m-; mem{s
pecple who could sa Yy where v wWas b*rﬂ Aﬂd where /
was rarsed. | have xmf ;e,;wr cards from krﬁa’e!‘ja}”"eﬂ
all the way f"hr‘«ujh sentor qear - that
lived here for all those 13 qears, and that | was
brouth Ug as an *fmern.alﬂ cTera

a

shop's that /



1 SElUHealthcare = .0

Lirited for Crality Care

This ts a preture of me 1n g demonstration - J . é{}/} //‘J/ -’.

the €End the Arms Race demonstration. 1n s [ot of

Freedom of speech (s What | affiliate L_.q,«'.th be;'nj
- ' ; : . 3 ‘?Mgfr'cw. We get to do a lot of things that | : | g of
countrres gou can t do that. Aad | think that / rw'&w"d start wieth M"-f.@-"?a.f'i (Jf Elections card. people 1n other countries don't, But we stell have W’f’f{, and &‘f?s_" of the .-',"!U'j Western countries that
t35 derng ae American; » Gonnie Imvery prodd of haveng the right Lo vote, and along way to go. Free healthcare should also be a doesnt have H’J‘:‘.v‘ef_s;u’ health care. 50 «f .-’_ could have
AL30 EF questient pur ‘W“h“fms phen Lhere wrd national reght. : Ros my health 1nsurance card, and/or a bill for
tssues that | disaqree on. [ m kind of knoyn .,

',7_}7;.5 .f-j the m{'e;\fﬁhr—esﬁ ﬂﬁt!‘ﬂf] (n the h.f-_sff.-;‘ifclf of the

/ _ _ health i1asurance that pould be enough to say
M ; - . J ¥ 41
for damj that - for _s,:ea_kmq my mind and o) ! ¢ . i

&, o - . 5 4 o y 8y He-; I m from {‘.he US. . ,-9.9/?
wreking letters. Strongly worded letters. : Apri/ J




Ma ybe because were second- 5enerahwn Jmen(.gns we
ranted. It s easier ko ,arwe

ose are the traditio

As »1'mem(,¢nSJ were

our cufture rs.

J"‘,Jw our citizenshs Fid for
your hemhxje bez.;xuse &
learn and as
We don't even k”?w what
had all these riqhts and (.ba,r(.e,s}
about hoy fortungbe e are. :

100% puerte Ric
/I wWas r,m-sen’.

’.fhtlj f'/gj means that t'm
Th‘\f‘_g W’hefe
Thaf,"j whe

usf‘ r‘l’me(‘n.aﬂ.
We ve Mw_a;s
and e never thiak

! would ﬂrobabf},« sa Y that /'m ﬂ(‘:;?ua! of the
American Flag, and when e salute (t in the
merning, |/ want everqone to respect 1. 5o/
guess that; even f:hd'r.(jh fm Puerte Kr(.an; that

makes me consider myself an American. : Luz

Lk

uawauu‘a rd emf:fj out m)« purse r;r;f But then /' d

start 6&!;!’3? 560;02,) :‘rﬂg{rﬂj rl'em::’f.res What + have here
/s a TY Beanse Paby named Rescue. He was brought out
after the 1/11 at tack on the World "r.ad'e Center, (n
order to honor the herces ywho lost r"hefr lives "'hg"' a".a
and /Jr:i‘vra"e some funds to the vn.f'.qu ;‘gﬁ!mres r"\ej‘_.H‘eJ
and the f!.aq you see on hrm} regresent for me that
moment of American uﬂn‘j and }agfrratrsm
(n the wake of terrible events. : Tennifer

When e came bere} / 505 a new life. t learned a
ne /‘mjuaje met a lot of fwe{m’e Moy there are
Xm") of Hnr:js about me that wa.; tell someone
I'm American. For example Ehis necklace -
r‘»‘mts 4merr¢aﬂ stq.fe We wawdn wear "hrs
rn Mj (Ju{ c,.?ufﬂf'f"-lf. s Tamal




Tﬁ'(‘j .rls a ‘d!-c.f,b(!'é of m;f jrand’{‘xtherrj f',xmr-f':h 5):.-7(‘&!’;;
after fkej emrj!“a.féa’ from Russia. Tust a few jears later
he would be an of frcer 1n the 5 N‘w;. Teo me, this seems
Lo be a country where migration and change are part of

American hsitory ts se bransient Ehat when gyou
v v

the story.
4
»-‘?merr(.gn} you cant

try to establish Wwhat (t means o pe

Jsut say, En.f"e/X ” 4 jrew"'jregf‘- jr.ada{fw"hpr is here too."
You can ;‘;qure am‘ wbere gou re fram) but ¢t s kind of /ike

a ‘,du?.?.;e} uﬂder)t.aﬂa’rnj hopw all the JiEt]e ‘,wece_s

£t together. 4nd 1 /ike that. : Rachel

..'ﬂ'!‘""'l'l .-' RN T

/ wrd make a /e st of fea,ue who knoyy me, J,wch 4!‘-‘ m.,«

jrb*ﬂ?qs ‘m‘r’np numbe:’;J and de,:end on chem te m’em‘m‘-f me
But | Fre{er bemj zf?de'feﬂa'eﬂf"l and |/ 'd be ‘pretm H"('jef

about berﬂj asked te prove ,arljr"hfﬂq

/ think were more free than that. : por:s

/I weould ,w.r'nt to ” 4 studem‘s; because 50 many
people sa that to be an 4merraan) gou mu st
speak Fﬂj/ash © 52 what better to do than teach

all of the ;mmrgrant comeng in?

€Enqlish to
comeng to *1'M€fn,a

Fa; a lot of my s tudem‘s
'ﬂfe,‘.eﬂtj the a‘pfartbmrtj for more or better
tron than wau/d have -9thef‘Wr5e been

o’t{b\"(,
Te;s:c.g

‘posjrb/e or accessible for them.

:irv.r.ﬂj f.f? a'f"”ff‘,a.-‘"i” we Lross to Canada all the Eime.
At the border, they usually ask three
J J /

of which 1s "where were qou born?" Pre—?.—"'}.}.} ! would

was born in Buffalo, even though | wasn't-

?uej{'.r.s‘?ﬂj, ane

1"" Jﬁj
iE was e.as:er gﬂd there were hgf{{f)'{ ever ;ardb:enn
Now What | do ts ‘..gfrj ”y Jittle bit of -\.-rf.r?.”ishrﬂ
paper - my n,afur;xh?.ai"mn ‘ef""ffr(. te, whieh shops me
at the aqe of 1 (N g birl Scout uf?n‘J!‘ﬁI. Before 1/ 11}
! pulled this out - after

most }oeﬂff.‘"e would fp.ufjb when
.-Bea‘m'j'e

m"!) _.-"M not 1 any maore - but ﬂabad?« lavghs nop. :

A 1ot of people Will come up to me and
Aad 1’1/ say,

"You're a Mative American.”
And then 1'/] look ﬁt them

/I m a Seneca ,l"f][,{j’-‘xﬂ
) ,fl,\,*efe j.ou born .rr:l Jmer,gﬁ? Well
And there s a /ot of

Mj «]rgnafmmf.her :f.“ujht rMe th.r-_s bepadwork.

1t reminds me of my NMabive rootks
4

WOl Uf FREETARCLETAS | NS RECHINE W WAEh; qr-w’re‘a native American.”
o [ .

‘F
Indians now wheo [ook gt 1t that

T'kraujh the j(’,at“j, 've mek Maﬂj ,:ea{_r.fe whe don't

understand that Puerte Kr'(,gn_s are »"fme.r‘r'(,aﬂ C—ftff.eﬂj,
j.usb assume that becuapse we all 5'/!8414 ‘Sﬂaﬂrl_shj
had encounters ywhere semeone
' and | had

ar w
were all the same. [ ve

“I'm yﬁrzj ko call ,Imn?fljfgﬁfrlﬂn on jaw;

to sey, 4o ahead. What are they q01n14 to de? '?hej I

come 1n and tell me | can be right where | am." | would
]'u_st 5?{' there tﬁu'nkmjj what de | have Eo ‘,-:m/e’ £

Vivean

sard,

saq I m Puerto a‘(.r.(.a.ﬂ’ that should be eﬂaujh. L




